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Enemies engineered Iran's

unrest meticulously, but failed,

due to wrong calculations

In the Name of God, the Beneficent, the
Merciful.

Praise be to God, Lord of the Worlds, and
peace and blessings be upon our Master,
Prophet Muhammad, and upon his Pure
Progeny, particularly the remaining Vestige
of God on earth.

I would like to welcome everyone. The
beginning of these kinds of meetings is
usually in our own hands, but [only] God
knows when they will end [attendees
laugh]!

The meeting today has been very good.
I have truly and honestly benefited from
it. The radiance and blessings from the
existence of Hazrat Fatimah Zahra —
Sayyidat-un Nisaa, Siqqiqat-ut Kubraa —
has filled the atmosphere here. Thank God!

The love, devotion, and enthusiasm in
your pure hearts for the mother of the
noble Imams will surely have fundamental
effects in all the things that are ahead of
us in our lives — in our personal affairs,
in public affairs, and in the future of this
country.

Being among you elegists and eulogists
who recite for the Household of the
Prophet (pbut), and who are truly proud
to be those who praise these noble human
beings — “The one who praises the sun
praises himself” [from a poem by Molana
Jalal-e-Din Mohammad Rumi] — I would
like to first of all remind you of the great
honor you have. Be proud of this position
that you have and I want you to try and
prepare this readiness in yourselves and in
your audience to hear these elegies about
these holy lights as much as possible.

I would like to say just a few words about
the subject of elegies today. Elegies are a
part of our heritage. It is the heritage of the
Shia. Yes, we do not know whether Kumit,
De’bil and Sayyid al-Himyari, for example,
recited their elegies with melodies or not,
but they would write and recite poetry and
circulate the teachings of the Prophet’s
Household. You elegists have come and
turned this into a complex art.

Today’s elegies and eulogies are a form
of hybrid art, it is art, or in other words,
it is beautiful. Art is something beautiful
after all. It is both beautiful and it creates
beauty. You have combined several arts
together, the sum of which results in an
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elegy or a eulogy. A good voice, this is the
first [art]. The next art is good poetry, that’s
the second. And a good melody, that’s the
third one.

Of course, each one of these has certain
characteristics, conditions, and limits,
some of which I will address. In addition,
you need a good theme and good content.
Because having a good poem is one thing,
but it is another thing to have good content.
A poem may be very good, but it may lack
rich content. Or it might not have the right
content. There might be a problem with the
content. We have these sorts of poems, in
addition to very good poems, where the
poetry is good, but the content has flaws. I
have written down a poem by Saib [Tabrizi]
so that I can read it for you. He said:

“Even if you tell me, ‘You shall not see
Me,’ I will not despair like Moses did..."

When [God] turned to Prophet Moses [on
Mount Sinai] and said, “You shall not see
Me,” [Prophet Moses] let it go. [But in this
poem], he says, “I will not despair.”

“Even if you tell me, ‘You shall not see
Me,’ I will not despair like Moses did,

I know the sweet language of my love”

It was a nice poem, but it’s incorrect! He
is implying that the Almighty God, God’s
divine being, is being coy when He says,

“You shall not see Me”.

No, “You shall not see Me” means “You

shall not see Me!” God does not exaggerate
when He says something. The poem is very
beautiful, but the meaning is incorrect!

So, we have two things here: one is a good
poem and the other is a good meaning, and
good content. You need to keep all of this
in mind.

Having said that, I believe we have been
holding these kinds of meetings for 40
years now [and] when I look at these now
compared to previous years, the work that
is being done is much more advanced and
better in terms of the types of elegies and
poetry that is recited. There is no doubt
about this.

However, I would like to draw your
attention to some matters. Well, this is a
form of hybrid art. What you are doing
is a form of hybrid art, and art is beauty.
We know this from our religious texts, our
religious texts including the Quran, Nahjul
Balaghah, Sahifah Sajjadiyah, and many of
our supplications.

Regarding the Holy Quran, [Imam
Ali (pbuh)] states, “It has a wonderful
appearance.” “Wonderful” does not imply
that it is just ‘beautiful’, it is stunningly
beautiful! It has a wonderful appearance.
That is how the Quran is. It is second to
none in terms of its beauty and art.

Almost all of the best Arabic poems, the
sweetest and most beautiful and eloquent
Arabic poems belong to the Age of
Ignorance. Those [poets] were alive when
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the Quran was revealed, [but] none of them
were able to find even a minute fault in the
Quran or say that they could recite anything
similar to it.

It has been stated in numerous places in the
Quran, “then bring a chapter like it” (Quran
2:23). They were not able to produce even
one verse similar to the verses of the Holy
Quran.

Nahjul Balaghah possesses the utmost
magnificence, logic, and beauty. The
same applies to Sahifah Sajjadiyah, the
Abu Hamza Thumali Supplication, Imam
Hussain’s Supplication on the Day of Arafah,
and various other supplications. They are all
incredibly beautiful.

Your art is a continuation of that art. This art
can be said to be comprehensive when all its
parts are beautiful. It is not enough for just
its appearance to be beautiful. The content
must also be beautiful. “It [the Quran] has a
wonderful appearance, and inside it is deep
[in meaning]” (Nahjul Balaghah, Sermon
18).

The inside of the Quran is deep and full of
meaning. Now, we do not expect ourselves,
I do not expect you to presume that you can
produce something similar to it, no, [but]
this 1s what we should have in mind. That is,
the appearance should be beautiful and the
core needs to be filled with meaning and be
logical.

The same goes for melody. I had particularly
planned to talk about this with you dear
elegists and eulogists. A song has meaning.
It conveys a meaning. So, you may perform a

song that does not even have any words — for
example, some people produce music from
their throat, or some may use instruments
to create music. It has no words, but it has
meaning. It conveys a meaning. That is how
music is. Some songs inspire courage. [For
example], the song that he [referring to Haj
Sadiq Ahangaran in attendance, famous
elegist of the Sacred Defense era] was singing,
“O Army of Saheb Zaman! Be prepared! Be
prepared!” Even if the song hadn’t had any
lyrics, the tone of the song is one that inspires
being prepared.

Some songs bring depression. They make
people depressed. They discourage people.
They are different. Some songs lead people
toward sins. Many of the songs that are set
to instrumental music are like this. Each of
these songs has some music at the start of it
that inspires the singer with the song. These
songs are often not appropriate. We need to be
careful about the poems we recite, the songs
we sing, and the elegies we read — whether
they are about a tragedy, or when we beat our
chests, or whether it is a song sung in praise.
We need to make sure we do not combine
them with these things. This is an important
point to note. I urge you to pay attention to
this.

Therefore, the content must be good. The
structure of the poem should be good. The
framework, body, and appearance of the poem
must be good. This will raise your audience’s
level of thinking. If you put the best topics
in a weak poem and read it, its effect will be
greatly reduced. Allow your audience’s mind
to become accustomed to rich literature. This
will help the intellectual growth of society.
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In a similar meeting a few years ago, I
referred to some of Saib’s ghazals, which
were not ghazals on love. They were ghazals
on wisdom, and they were filled with wisdom.
Its poetry is extremely rich and beautiful. [It
i1s good] to look for these poems and read
them. Thankfully, some poets write some
very good poems in this field.

In addition to gaining understanding in
elegies, there is also a stirring of emotions.
This is also an important point. There is
gaining understanding. This means that you
are teaching people with the poem you are
reciting. Many of the things we learn are
from the elegies that elegists recite, things
that we have already told others many times
in a simple language. But when the elegist
or eulogist recites the same thing with a
good voice and a good melody, it is as
though we are hearing, understanding, and
learning something new. It increases people’s
understanding - of course, as a continuation
of a program after a sermon. An elegy is not
the same as a sermon, it has a different nature
and reality, it gives understanding and stirs
emotions

We must not underestimate the emotional
factor. One characteristic that we as Shia
have, is that emotions are embedded in our
teachings and imparting understanding
from the beginning to the end. There is
an accumulation of emotions. This is
less in others, our lamentations, elegies,
supplications and ziyarats are filled with
emotions, they stir emotions.

Of course, the presence of emotions is not
beneficial in the absence of reasoning. The
good thing about imparting understanding in

the Shia texts is that, in addition to stirring
emotions, it also gives people a depth of
understanding. This is a feature that I have
not seen in the non-Shia. That is, as far as |
know, I have not seen it. Of course, each one
of the different religions — Islamic and non-
Islamic — have certain things in them, but the
peak may be seen in the Shia.

I was once looking at the common
supplications that exist among the non-Shia
Muslims, which have been mentioned in
detail in one of Al-Zamakhshari’s books. |
saw that, for example, if we place ten lines
of Imam Hussain’s supplication for the Day
of Arafah or Supplication 47 of Sahifah
Sajjadiyah next to those supplications, we
will see these ten lines have more content
and greater spirit than all those supplications
have together....
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