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Referring to General Soleimani’s careful
attention in safeguarding his companions,
comrades and colleagues, the Leader of
the Revolution added, “An important
characteristic of Hajj Qasem was that
in domestic affairs he was not involved
in any party or other divisions, rather he
was vigorously revolutionary and a strong
adherent of the shining and blessed path of
Imam (Khomeini).”

Neutralizing all the illegitimate plots of the
U.S. in West Asia was mentioned by his
Eminence as an example of the wisdom
and courage of Martyr Soleimani, and he
stated, “The enemies of Hajj Qasem are
well aware of this fact.”

On this same topic, Imam Khamenei
added, “Hajj Qasem stood up to all the
plots formed with the use of the Americans’
money, capabilities, political influence and
extensive organization and rendered them
all null and futile.”

Notingthe unprecedented impactof General
Soleimani on the matter of Palestine, His
Eminence added, “The Americans were
trying to make the matter of Palestine be
forgotten, and do something to weaken the
Palestinians so that they wouldn’t have
the courage to fight. However, this great
man filled the hands of the Palestinians
(empowered them) and gave them the
courage and ability to fight. Referring
to the frequent affirmations of this fact
by Palestinian leaders, the Leader of the
Revolution added, “What Hajj Qasem did,
enabled a small region like Gaza to be able
to stand up to the pretentious Zionists in

such a way that the Zionist Regime was
forced to request a cease-fire after just 48
hours.”

Concerning the determining role of Major-
General Soleimani in defeating the plans
of the U.S. in Iraq, Imam Khamenei added,
“The Americans wanted Iraq to be either
like the Taghut (tyrannical Pahlavi) regime,
or some other such regime as the Saudis,
whom they say are like milking cows. But,
Hajj Qasem helped the devout Iraqi agents,
the brave Iraqi youth and the Religious
Authorities in Iraq to stand up to this plot
and nullify it.

The Leader of the Revolution added, “In
Lebanon too, the Americans wanted to
deprive Lebanon of its most important
factor for independence, which is the
Hezbollah so that the Zionists could easily
occupy defenseless Lebanon like they
had some other regions. However, the
Hezbollah became more powerful day
after day to the point that today they are
both the hand and the eye of Lebanon.
Our courageous, wise martyr played
a major role in making this possible.”
Emphasizing that today the nations are
awake, his Eminence maintained, “Martyr
Soleimani, along with his dear companions
such as Martyr Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis,
the devout, courageous and luminous man,
were able to achieve great results.”

Imam Khamenei regarded the abundant
blessings and the enthusiastic turn out
for the funeral of the honourable martyr
and his companions to be the result of his
spirituality and said, “You witnessed the
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a biological defense exercise and add to

our national sovereignty and power given
the evidence that suggests the likelihood of
this being a "biological attack.”
It 1s hoped that with divine guidance and
the special support of Imam Mahdi (‘a.j.),
the Iranian nation will always be victorious,
safe and sound.

Sayyid Ali Khamenei

March 13, 2020

Imam Khamenei's thanks tothecountry’s
medical and nursing community for
fighting the Coronavirus

Imam Khamenei's thanks tothecountry’s
medical and nursing community for

fighting the Coronavirus

In meeting with the president of the
Academy of Medical Sciences, the Supreme
Leader of the Islamic Revolution expressed
his appreciation and stated, “My heartfelt
thanks for the efforts of doctors and nurses
in the fight against Coronavirus.”

In a meeting with the president of the
Academy of Medical Sciences this morning
(Thursday), the Supreme Leader of the

Islamic Revolution sincerely thanked the
Ministry of Health, the doctors, nurses
and medical staff in the country for their
struggles in fighting the Coronavirus, and
said, “These extremely valuable efforts
raise the status of the medical and nursing
community in the society and bring divine
favor.”

The text of Imam Khamenei's statements is
as follows:

In the Name of God, the Beneficent, the
Merciful

“I'would like to express my sincere gratitude
to the doctors, nurses and medical staff
for confronting and combating the recent
disease, which has come into the country.
I would also like to thank the Ministry of
Health and the colleagues of the Minister
of Health for their efforts and hard work. I
arranged today's event only to express this
gratitude in the presence of Dr. Marandi,
the honorable president of the Academy of
Medical Sciences. I would like to extend
my heartfelt thanks to all the respectable
brothers and sisters, physicians, nurses and
medical staff. May Allah bestow success
and prosperity on all of you. Your work
is very valuable. It enhances the value of
the medical and nursing community in the
society, and more importantly, it attracts
divine favor. Almighty God will surely
reward you. We are hopeful that this great
and heavy work will not take very long,
and that this inauspicious virus will soon
be overcome by God’s grace. God willing,
you will all be successful.

May Allah’s peace and mercy be upon

29

you.
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The command to
the Armed Forces
to establish a
Medical Base to fight
Coronavirus

The Commander-in-Chief's order to
the Armed Forces due to the increased
likelihood of the Coronavirus being a

biological attack

The Decree of the Supreme Commander-
in-Chief to the Chief of General Staff of the
:Armed Forces on the fight against Corona
Establish a health and treatment base to

organize services for people

Imam Khamenei, the Commander-in-Chief
of Armed Forces, 1ssued a decree to the Chief
of the General Staff of the Armed Forces,
Major General Bagheri, praising the Armed
Forces' services to the people in the fight
against the Coronavirus. In emphasizing
the need to organize these services into the
form of a "Health and Treatment Base" for
preventing the spread of the disease, his
Eminence stated, “This measure may also
be regarded as a biological defense exercise
and add to our national sovereignty and
power given the evidence that suggests the
".likelihood of this being a "biological attack
The text of the decree of the Supreme Leader
:of the Islamic Revolution is as follows

In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the
Merciful

,Major General Bagheri

With appreciation for the services that the
Armed Forces have provided to the dear
people so far in the fight against Coronavirus,
and with emphasis on the need to continue
and expand these services, it is necessary
to organize these services into a Health
and Treatment Base In addition to treating
the sick and establishing medical centers
such as field hospitals, places of quarantine,
etc., the spread of the disease should also
be prevented using the necessary methods.
The division of duties and missions of the
organizations and departments of the Armed
Forces is one of the tasks of this Base. This
Base must work in full coordination with the
.government and the Ministry of Health
This measure may also be regarded as a



Trump says to ban

immigration into US

over ‘coronavirus
pandemic

President Donald Trump has said he will
sign an executive order suspending all
immigration to the United States as the
.coronavirus crisis deepens

Trump’s decision, which has drawn
condemnation from Democrats, is in line
with one of his long-term policy goals of
.curbing immigration

The president had promised in 2016 to
curb immigration by building a wall
on the US border with Mexico, and
launched a crackdown on both legal and
illegal entries into the country soon after
he assumed office

The White House gave no further details
about the timing of the suspension, and
long it would be in place, and what
effect it would have on the operation of
US border crossings, and on those who
.already hold green cards

You cut off immigration, you crater our”
nation’s already weakened economy.
What a dumb move” former Democratic
presidential candidate Julian Castro said
.In a tweet

Trump halted travel from much of Europe
in mid-March and restricted travel from
.China in January as the virus spread

COVID-19 has infected more than
780,000 people in the US, and killed
42,000 as of early Tuesday morning

More than 22 million Americans have
lost their jobs because of the pandemic,
wiping out a decade of job gains in the
country. Only last week, 5.2 million
.people filed unemployment claims

Trump has been widely criticized for
initially downplaying the coronavirus,
which he likened to flu, before later
accepting that it was a national
.emergency

The president, who is seeking reelection
in November, has appeared impatient
with preventive measures intended to
slow the spread of the virus, voicing
his support for anti-lockdown protesters
outraged by US governors' stay-at-home
.orders
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Leader
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei says
recent events in the wake of the US
assassination of a top Iranian commander
herald a unique event which is set to
determine the path of history

of the Islamic Revolution

Ayatollah Khamenei made the remarks
in a message to the 54th meeting of the
Union of Islamic Students’ Associations
.in Europe, read out in Vienna on Saturday

This year, your meeting is held in the”
midst of important events, each of which
in a way is a sign of the grandeur and
credibility of the Islamic Iran and its
.revolutionary nation,” the Leader said

Martyrdoms, military displays of power,”
unparalleled presence of the people,
the strong spirit and determination

of the youth, alongside thousands of
associations active in the field of science
and technology, as well as a religious
and spiritual approach prevailing among
a large portion of the youth across the
country, all herald the emergence of a
unique phenomenon in the world — a
phenomenon that can have profound and
decisive effects on the future of history,”
Ayatollah Khamenei said

The second step of the Islamic"
Revolution, with the grace of God,
should be able to bring this phenomenon
to perfection and bear fruit," the Leader
.added

Ayatollah Khamenei said, “All hopes are
pinned on knowledgeable, erudite and
faithful youths in this crucial movement,
and you can be one of those history-
“.making chosen ones

The message this year comes in the
wake of the US assassination of the
Middle East's most prominent anti-terror
commander General Qassem Soleimani
and his Iraqi trenchmate Abu Mahdi al-
.Muhandis

The terrorist move prompted tens of
millions in Iraq, Iran, India, Pakistan and
clsewhere to take to the streets and vent
.their anger at the United States
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Leader plants

saplings to highlight
natural resources

Leader annually plants saplings on March
6, which is the National Tree Planting
Day (Arbor Day) and marks the start of
the National Week of Natural Resources
.((March 6-13

Ayatollah Khamenei stressed that the
National Day of Planting bears tidings
that the spring is around the corner, and
it is indeed a reminder for the importance
.of flora

Pointing to the damages imposed on the
country due to neglecting the forests,
pastures and flora, he reminded, “the
importance of trees and preserving the
flora should find its real place in the
public culture,” reported the official
.website of Islamic Revolution Leader

The Supreme Leader called the act of
planting saplings on the National Day of
Planting Trees a symbolic one, aimed at

.enhancing the culture of valuing trees

He slammed the destruction of plants
in plants-rich regions for the sake of
constructing buildings, adding, ‘“the
departments in charge should be very
serious in countering these transgressions
“.and do not allow these to happen

The Leader of the Islamic Revolution
also criticized planting harmful saplings
in some areas of the country with the aim
of preventing the expansion of deserts
and stated, noting, “the responsible
entities should prevent these actions
while making their best for preserving
“the forests and pastures

Monitoring establishments, such as the
Judiciary, should endeavor to prevent

damage to forests and woods, the Leader
.highlighted

publications
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