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Leader urges conservation,

warns of ramifications of

environment  destruction

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei has highlighted the
need to conserve the environment, saying
the destruction of the environment would
ruin the future of mankind.

“The destruction of the environment is a
great calamity that would ruin the future
of mankind, therefore, officials and all
people must stand up to it,” Ayatollah
Khamenei said on Friday, as he planted
two fruit tree saplings to mark the National
Tree Planting Day.

“Planting trees and saplings is one of the
virtues that is emphasized in the holy

Sharia of Islam,” the Leader said.

He expressed regret over the destruction

YI-YYAFIAYS

n of forests, natural habitats and aquifers
by profiteers.

Ayatollah Khamenei also pointed to
incidents such as forest fires and the
shrinking and drying up of lakes and
wetlands, saying such incidents are
preventable and the authorities who do
not carry out their duties in this regard are
accountable.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the Leader
pointed to the problems created by the
coronavirus outbreak, saying people will
face more livelihood problems if the deadly
virus persists.

The pandemic has brought great sorrow
on the eve of Nowruz which begins on
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34th International

Tehran’s

Book Fair goes online amid

pandemic
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TehranVirtual Book Fair

The 34th edition of Tehran International
Book Fair was scheduled to be held in
April. However, the major cultural event
was canceled in the wake of a surge in
coronavirus cases and deaths.

To local publishers, nothing can replace
the usual book fair, which had also acted
as an international book store; however,
they believe virtual exhibit has also had its
bright side.

Over 1700 publishers from Iran and 180
more from other countries took part in the
virtual book fair, offering a total of 120,000
titles.

Iranian books are offered at a 20 percent
discount while foreign titles are off by 50
percent. Readers can go to the Tehran
Book Fair website and find their favorite

titles. The books will be delivered freely,
with the postal costs are undertaken by
Iran's Post Company.

Organizers of the Tehran Intl. Book Fair
say despite it being held online, sales have
been beyond expectation. In less than a
week, over half a million titles have been
sold online, and this is unprecedented.

Organizers of the Tehran Intl. Book Fair
say, during the pandemic, many people
have reunited with their bookshelves to
seek solace away from the dismal
COVID-19 news.

However, they say even if the pandemic is
over, Tehran Book Fair will continue to
keep its virtual version, since it has shed
light on opportunities that the physical fair
could not offer.
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Iran to use cyberspace to

promote Persian language

education: Sa'di Foundation

chief

Gholam Ali Haddad Adel, who heads the
foundation, announced the plan while
addressing a ceremony held to unveil “The
First Step,” an interactive multimedia
software, in Tehran on Sunday.

He said the foundation has used two
strategies to achieve its goal which is the
promotion of the Persian language to non-
Persian language speakers.

These strategies, he explained, included
the teaching of Persian language to non-
Persian language speakers by using
scientific methods and utilizing cyberspace
capabilities to teach the language in the
globe.

He noted that the foundation has complied
tens of books in fields ranging from

vacabulary and writing to reading and
linguistics at different levels and for
various countries, and work still continues
in this regard.

Haddad Adel added that the body has also
tried to boost its software capabilities to
facilitate access of the Persian language
for those who are interested overseas.

He said "The First Step” is both in Persian
and English languages but it can be
developed for compatibility with other
languages in the future.

Following the outbreak of the deadly
coronavirus pandemic, the use of
cyberspace has highly increased in the
world, he said and noted that the Sa'di
Foundation has also succeeded in making
use of the positive atmosphere as it is now
unveiling this interactive software.

The Tehran-based organization launched a
virtual teacher training course in May
which is aimed at promoting the Persian
language, supporting the Persian language
centers across the world, enhancing the
quality of Persian language teaching and
facilitating access of teachers and
enthusiasts to such courses.
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