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Iran begins

celebrations

Iranians from all walks of life began the
Ten-Day Fajr ceremonies all over the
country to mark the 41st anniversary of
the 1979 Islamic Revolution which ended
the monarchy of the US-backed Pahlavi
regime.

A special ceremony was also held at Imam
Khomeini's mausoleum in Tehran, with a
host of senior state and military officials as
well as thousands of people in attendance.

The festivities started at 9:33 a.m. local
time, to symbolically mark the precise
time of the return of Imam Khomeini from
exile in Paris to Tehran on February 1,
1979. The anniversary of the victory of the
Islamic revolution was also celebrated in
different cities across the world.

Every year, Iranians mark the anniversary
of the Islamic Revolution from February 1
to 11, known as the Ten-Day Fajr

ceremonies. The festivities will culminate
in nationwide rallies on Tuesday, February
11, the anniversary of the Islamic
Revolution.

Imam Khomeini spent more than 14 years
in exile, mostly in Iraq. He also spent some
time in Turkey and France before his return
to Iran. On the occasion of the anniversary
of his return, similar ceremonies were also
held across the nation.
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The 38th Fajr International Film Festival
is scheduled to get underway in the Iranian
capital Tehran from May 26-June 2.

Building on the success of previous
editions, this year’s cinematic event is
presided over by veteran Iranian film
director and screenwriter Mohammad
Mehdi Asgarpour.

The storied festival, widely considered
one of the most prestigious and influential
in Asia, was forced to postpone its 2020
edition amid the global pandemic.

According to the festival’s leaders, guests
and film critics will sample some of the
most highly anticipated international
movies on the horizon this year. Produced

in 2020 and 2021, the lined-up titles will
compete for top prizes in the categories of
International ~ Competition  (Cinema
Salvation) and Eastern Vista (Films from
Asian and Islamic Countries).

Other screening programs include Festival
of Festivals (Jam-e-Jahan Nama), Docs in
Focus (International Cinema), Special
Screening (The Best Director Auteurs in
Film History), Restored Classics, and Film
Genres (Selected Film Reviews).

The Film Market of 2021 FIFF is also
open for business online, where content
made by a host of companies and talents,
such as video production companies,
producers, broadcasters, commercial
enterprises and new start-ups will be up
for grabs for distribution rights.

The Film Market’s Cinando will be
launched by Shift 72 Company in 2021 as
the complete database of the attendees at
FIFF. It is the premier network offering
film professionals the best tools to navigate
the film industry for contacts, films,
projects in development, market screening
schedules, market attendees and screeners.
Cinando exists in many prestigious
festivals such as Cannes, Toronto and
Thalin.

With director and screenwriter Mohammad
Mehdi Asgarpour at the helm of 2021, Fajr
International Film Festival is expected to
herald stronger comebacks from Asia,
Europe and the Middle East. It will run in
different venues in Tehran from May 26-
June 2.
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Presided over by Mohammad Mehdi
Asgarpour, the 38th edition of Fajr
International Film Festival was postponed
this year amid the coronavirus pandemic.

The festival was rescheduled to be held in
late spring but the organizers decided to
postpone it for the next year, too.

In this respect, Asgarpour said, “We
decided to reschedule the cinematic event
for late spring and take things from there.
However, the global pandemic forced
many other international film festivals like
Cannes to also postpone for the next year.
We had hoped things would change with
the discovery of a new vaccine for the
deadly disease, but they didn’t. We hoped
the global spread of the virus would stop,
but it didn’t.”

About the FIFF 2020 and its programs, the
official said, “We had a fine lineup of
movies for this year. This was all due to
the fact that many international film
makers and producers trust FIFF as an
important international film event that can
actually pull good movies. They have been
working with us for years and they have
always screened their best movies in our
festival. This is a significant cinematic
event in both quality and quantity. We had
finished 70 percent of the movie lineup for
screening. We had a clear idea what movies
in which categories were to be screened.
We were ahead of the schedule in each and
every category.”

Regarding an online version of the festival,
he said, “After finding out that we couldn’t
hold the festival in late spring and that our
guests wouldn’t be able to make it, we
decided to go for an online version of
FIFF. This could have helped us showcase
movies for our audiences in the competition
section. It could have made it easier for
jury members to watch and evaluate the
competing movies online.”

He added, “We also made the decision to
organize film workshops online using
scholars from across the globe. However,
we didn’t have the necessary infrastructure
for it. We tried to provide an online
infrastructure for festival and set priorities
in different sections. The problem is that
most of our guests that were supposed to
take part in the online programs were not
prepared because of the COVID-19
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pandemic. We talked to them about
whether they could help us organize an
online version in early summer. They said
we must wait until after the pandemic.”

Elsewhere in his remarks, Asgarpour said
officials at the FIAPF had a positive view
about rescheduling the festival and they
had expressed that on three different
occasions. “They told us not to hold the
festival in April or May. They said same
thing to the organizers of Beijing Film
Festival. They welcomed the idea to hold
FIFF in late May or early June. There were
no clashes with other festivals. We liked
the idea to hold the festival in late May or
early June. In fact, we plan to hold the
annual event at this time of the year from
now on. This way, there will be no clashes
with the FIAPF’s schedule and we
wouldn’t have problems with the fasting
month of Ramadan, either.”

In conclusion, Asgarpour, who last year
replaced Reza Mirkarimi to preside over
FIFF, lauded his efforts and said, “I believe
that Mirkarimi has done a fine job in
improving the quality of Fajr over the past
few years. The festival became much
better and well-organized wunder his
management. [ have seen how in other
parts of the world they are also putting
some positive notes about Fajr. Many film
makers see FIFF as a quality cinematic
event that shouldn’t be missed. The same
sentiment exists inside the country. Many
here laud Mirkarimi for the way he

improved the overall structure of festival.
I personally find the festival an exciting
cinematic event. As new organizers, we
should keep up the good job.”

Amid ongoing coronavirus concerns
worldwide, Iran’s Fajr International Film
Festival is the latest event to reschedule its
dates to next year.

The annual festival has been deferred in
consideration of the safety and health of
all the guests, participants and the public,
as well as to coordinate with the overall
epidemic prevention work in the country.

According to the press headquarters of the
annual cinematic event, Festival Director
Mohammad Mehdi Asgarpour said on
Thursday that they have pushed the 38th
edition to 2021. “The festival is among
many that are changing plans amid the
spread of the virus globally. We felt
incredibly sad about having to postpone
the film festival this year,” he noted.

Despite Fajr’s optimism that the show can
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go on, moving the festival to late May or
early June was still a risky gamble
considering countries are currently in
lockdown mode and the outbreak in Iran is
far from over.

In this respect, Asgarpour said, “We
appreciate the tremendous support and
well wishes from our fans and colleagues
during these uncertain times. We thought
we could re-schedule the event for May or
later, but with much regret and like many
other international festivals, we are
postponing the festival until 2021.”

He added, “We can organize the event
online. We had an extraordinary line-up of
wonderful films planned. However, we
cannot have in-person gatherings. Many
film makers and international guests would
be unable to attend the festival. They come
from countries that are still under
lockdown. There are also several domestic
issues and conditions that forced us to
postpone the 38th edition to 2021. We did
this in collaboration with Hossein
Entezami, the head of the Cinema
Organization of Iran, and FIAPF.”

Many events around the world have also
been cancelled amid the COVID-19
outbreak, including film festivals and
music concerts. Release of much-awaited
new movies have also been pushed by
several months to the winter.

Short URL : https://www.fajriff.com/en/
IkEZD

During Corona, various literary and artistic
fields tried to be innovative, creative and
did not remain in isolation. Some
institutions turned the Corona virus into an
opportunity by changing methods and
tools. In discussing books in cyberspace or
similar activities, the main goal was book
and reading, and the change was made
solely in the manner of reading.

Of course, cultural and artistic events were
held with the focus on activities in the
virtual sector only within the framework
of current laws and regulations of the
country and with the approval of the
Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance.

In this article, we take a look at the
activities that took place in 2020 in the
field of culture and literature in different
ways.
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