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“We need to work with

nature, not against it.”

5 Pecember

W
i Food J:l'::.-r‘.gl:r..-l-..g- I -l ¥ }
owiunane  World Soil Day ﬁ

.-.'\-.:

5 DECEMBER 2020

World Sol

Keep soil alive,
protect soil biodiversity
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1 6th Intl. Resistance
F ilm Festival closes

with awards ceremony

T he 16th edition of the International
Resistance Film Festival wrapped up with
an awards ceremony in Tehran.

Over 8,000 films from 180 countries were
s ubmitted to the cinematic event.
O rganizers say this year, foreign
p articipation in the festival has seen an
unprecedented spike.

T he festival lets in short-length and
feature-length documentaries, short-length
and feature-length films, animations and
m usic videos relevant to the festival's
topics.

The festival normally accepts films themed
with resistance against war and injustice,
but this year, resistance against COVID-19
was added as a new category under the
title of Health Defenders. The aim is to
a cknowledge the sacrifices of health
workers in the fight against the novel virus.

S ome 1,300 works themed with the
coronavirus were sent to the festival.

This music video nabbed an award in the
h ealth defenders category. Dubbed one
day Again, the video narrates the life of a
boy whose mother works as a nurse. With
the spread of the coronavirus, his mother

works extra shifts to help her fellow health
workers stem the tide of the outbreak. He
misses his mom and dedicates a song to
her.

This film was picked as the best motion
g raphics about the coronavirus. As its
producers say, the film tries to raise public
a wareness about COVID-19, while
e ncouraging them to observe health
protocols.

T he Intl. Resistance Film Festival was
1 aunched in 1983. The biannual event
coincides with the national Sacred Defense
Week, which commemorates the 1980-to-
1988 Iraqi imposed war on Iran.

Inspired by the eight year war, the festival
tries to promote the culture of resistance
against oppression while persuading world
leaders to avoid wars and welcome peace.

nsolidation
publications

Ny \ 3]
310%
-




sayesman

A Shia Anthology

A Shi'ite Anthology was written by
A llameh Tabatabaei and translated by
William Chittick, State University of New
York Press. 1981. ISBN 0-87395-511-0
Created by the Prophet Muhammad and
his twelve Imams, the Hadith is an ancient
a nd profoundly influential body of
religious texts in Shia Muslim literature,
second in importance only to the Koran
itself.

Texts on the practical aspects of life and
pure metaphysics are included in this first
English translations of excerpts from the
Hadith. Especially selected for the Western
reader by the renowned Islamic scholar
Tabataba'i, the passages from the hadith
shed light on the culture, history, law, and
t heology of the Shi'ite community and
provide direct translations of some of the
m ost famous of Islamic prayers. "This
v olume is particularly pertinent at the
present moment, when volcanic eruptions
and powerful waves of a political nature
a ssociated with the name of Islam in
g eneral and Shi'ism in particular have
made an authentic knowledge of things
Islamic imperative, lest ignorance destroy
the very foundations of human society and
t he relations which make discourse
b etween various nations and religious
communities possible."—Seyyed Hossein
Nasr

A llamah Sayyed Muhammad Husayn
Tabataba'i is the author of many studies in

Islamic philosophy. His book Shia Islam,
edited by Seyyed Hossein Nasr, was also
published by the State University of New
York Press.
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Award-winning Italian

filmmaker Vittorio

Taviani dies

[talian filmmaker and Cannes Film Festival
winner Vittorio Taviani has died aged 88,
according to media reports on Sunday
citing family sources.

Taviani and his brother Paolo formed one
of Italian cinema's most famous duos and
together they made more than 15 films.

One of their best-known was the gritty
biopic "Padre Padrone", set in Sardinia,
which won the top Palme d'Or prize at
Cannes in 1977.

Born in San Miniato, Tuscany, on
September 20, 1929, Taviani died in Rome
after suffering from a long-term illness.

Another of the brothers' critically acclaimed
films 1s 2012's "Caesar Must Die", for
which they won the Golden Bear prize at
the Berlin International Film Festival.

The pair's father was an anti-fascist lawyer
and they had an early interest in social
issues, which they later translated onto the
screen.

(Source: AFP)
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Get involved with
World Soil Day

r

December, 1s Keep soil alive, protect soil
biodiversity, which aims to raise global
awareness of the importance of maintaining
healthy ecosystems and human well-being
by addressing the growing challenges in
soil management, fighting soil biodiversity
loss, increasing soil awareness and
encouraging governments, organisations,
communities and individuals around the
world to commit to proactively improving

soil health.

Without healthy and fertile soils, farming is
not productive. That’s why British farmers
prioritise the protection and management
of soil. The more farmers know about their
soils, the better placed they are to actively
make
to maintain and improve the health of
their soil, from informed choices about
cultivation methods and crop rotations to

strategic management decisions

decisions regarding the input of organic
matter.

Phil Jarvis, NFU environment forum
chairman (pictured above), said: “Soil is
a farmer’s greatest asset. Good soil health
is not only central to a farmer’s ability to
produce the food that feeds the nation, it is
also a key factor in our resilience to natural
events such as floods and droughts.

“The awareness among farmers about the
importance of investing in our soil health is

at an all-time high, with increasing uptake
in techniques such as cover cropping and
minimum tillage.

“Afuture Environmental Land Management
scheme should have range of soil health
management options which could include
cover cropping, nutrient management
planning, reduced tillage if appropriate to
the farming system, and incentives such as
soil testing.

“It’s crucial that any future policy on soil
management remains flexible and is not
oversimplified. A ‘one size fits all’ approach
could be detrimental to soil health in some
sectors and some areas of the country.”

If you want to know more about soil, then
Phil has answered the frequently asked
questions on a farmer's most important
asset here.

How you can get involved on social media:
You canjoin in with World Soil Day 2020 on
social media platforms. Post your messages,
photos and videos using the hashtags
#WorldSoilDay and #backBritishfarming.
Don't forget to mention us in your tweets
and we'll give you aretweet: @ NFUTweets

If you need any guidance on how to shoot
video or share your farming story on social
media then check out our page of handy
hints and tips here.
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